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the very words of the Buddha himself. The Dhammapada Commentary, composed
by an unknown author in Ceylon about 450 a.d,, purports to tell the circumstances
under which Buddha uttered each one of these stanzas. In telling them, it narrates
299 stories or legends. These stories are the preponderating element of the Commentary,
and it is these which are here translated.
In style and substance the tales resemble those of the famous Jataka Book, the
Buddhist Acta Sanctorum, a counterpart of the Legends of the Christian Saints. And
they present many parallels to well-known stories of mediaeval literature, Oriental and
European. For the comparative study of such parallels, Dr, Burlingame's Synopses,
clear and brief, will prove a very great convenience. His vigorous diction suggests
familiarity with such " wells of English undefyled " as the Bible and the Book of Com-
mon Prayer. The work gives a vivid picture of the every-day life of the ancient Buddhists
—monks, nuns, lay disciples. It is thus, incidentally, an admirable preparative for
the study of the more difficult Buddhist books in the original. As especially attractive
stories may be cited: Lean Gotami seeks mustard-seed to cure her dead child; Murder
of Great Moggallana; Buddha falsely accused by Chincha; Visakha; the Hell-pot.
A critical and historical introduction is prefixed. At the end is an intelligent index,
modeled after that of George Foot Moore's History of Religions,
In September, 1909, Mr. Burlingame came to Harvard University to pursue his studies
with Mr. Lanman. It was at the suggestion of the latter that Mr. Burlingame undertook
the task of translating into English the Dhammapada Commentary. He first made a
table of contents of the work, giving the title of each story and the place of its occurrence
in the Burmese text and also in the Cingalese text. He added an index to the titles, and
an extremely good analysis of Books 1 to 4. This most useful preliminary work was
formally presented to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences on December 8,1909,
by Mr. Lanman. The manuscript of the article was delivered February 5, 1910, and
published soon after as pages 467-550 of volume 45 of the Proceedings of the Academy.
The admirably elaborated manuscript of the entire translation of the Dhammapada
Commentary was delivered by its author on January 10,1917, just before the War.
Volumes 31 and 32. The Religion and Philosophy of the Veda and Upanishads. By
arthur berriedale keith, D.C.L, D.Litt,, Of the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law,
and of the Scottish Bar; Regius Professor of Sanskrit at the University of Edinburgh.
1925. Pages, 384+ 332 =716. Royal 8°. Not sold separately. Price, $10.
This work aims to present to the student of religion a comprehensive but concise
account of the whole of the religion and philosophy of the Vedic period in India. For
the Indianist, in particular, the full and clear treatment of the mythology and ritual will
prove of especial value.

